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Video Project and Paper 

Summer 2014 
 
 
Objectives: 
 

1. Develop verbal, written, and visual expression skills 
2. Develop interpersonal and leadership skills working as a group 
3. Demonstrate and apply concepts and theoretical approaches to 

construct meaning in a media text of your own creation 
4. Demonstrate and apply an understanding of formal film/video 

techniques using the video and editing technology available  
5. Identify and utilize (or subvert) conventions, tropes and formulas of 

popular TV and movies   

 
The Video Project and Paper will be completed in groups of 4-5 people, with a 
group submitting one video and one paper for the entire group.  
 
 
Video Project -  
 
In your Video Project and Paper group you will create a 3-4 minute video related 
to television programming or movies.  (Videos shorter or longer than required 
length will have points deducted from their final Video Project and Paper grade).  
Groups have creative freedom in the content and form of their videos.  Videos 
could be a short narrative (like a short film, music video, etc.), a persuasive 
message with narrative elements (like a film trailer or TV commercial), a parody 
of a media genre, trope, formula or representation (like a scene or sequence of 
scenes in a horror movie, soap opera or melodrama, the hegemonic 
representation of race, gender, sexuality, class, or other identities in movies or 
TV, etc.), to name just a few.  But the video must be understandable and produce 
coherent meaning as a stand-alone media text.  The paper will allow the group to 
directly articulate its intentions and ideas, but the video should be clear enough 
to be understood on its own.   
 
Videos will be graded and judged (discussed below) both for content (topic, 
ideologies, narrative, characters, etc) and form (formal video/film techniques like 
shot composition, perspective, point of view, mise-en-scene, editing, 
sound/music, etc. -- effort not excellence will be the bar here, no one is expected 
to be Scorsese with their cellphone, but thoughtfulness and effort around formal 
choices will be considered in the grade).  You may use clips of other media texts, 
like graphics, photos, artwork, movie/TV/video clips, etc. but NOT more than 20 
seconds of professionally made footage.  If using copyrighted material you will 
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want to be cognizant of the rules of video hosting sites and legal ramifications of 
copyright infringement (see YouTube's page for more info: 
http://www.youtube.com/t/copyright_permissions).  The video projects will be 
introduced to and screened for the class during the Video Festival on the final 
day of class. 
 
Video Paper  
 
For the second component of the project, each group will collaboratively write 
one 5-page accompanying paper that explains the group’s premise, process, 
content and formal choices, and the video's demonstration of class concepts.  
 
Format:   
 
Title Page - Video title, group name, list of members (w/NetIDs) and web link to 
the project.  
 
Log Line - This section on page one describes the concept or plot of the video 
and "teases" the audience for the video to come in a short paragraph (3-6 
sentences).  During the Video Festival, a member of each group will introduce 
their video by reading this synopsis immediately before the video is screened. 
 
Process - Page one should explain your process a bit—what you initially wanted 
to do, how you went about doing it, and what you ended up doing.   
 
The subsequent four pages should be split between a discussion of content and 
form in the video, citing at least 4 sources (in-class and out of class materials are 
acceptable, as long as they are credible popular or scholarly sources; citations 
within the text may be parenthetical or footnotes and full citations will be listed in 
the Bibliography Page (below)).  For example, sources might be cited on the 
genre of the video (reality TV show, sitcom, horror movie, etc.), the formal film 
choices made in the shooting and editing, the concept and meaning, the 
prevalence of a formula/trope/representation being parodied, reviews or scholarly 
articles on similar media texts, etc.  
 
Content of Video - On pages two and three, the paper should describe the ideas 
and meanings of the video.  This section should explain exactly what concepts 
the video illustrates from class and how.  Be explicit and state directly what 
terms, theories, and ideas from class readings and lectures are being 
demonstrated in the video.  Don't rest on the hope that the concepts are so 
obvious that the paper does not need to explain them, as they may not be as 
clear to other viewers and can only be given due credit if clearly communicated in 
the paper.  Even a creative and technically excellent video project might not earn 
excellent marks if the paper does not explain the ideas from the class materials it 
intended to illustrate.  Here are some examples of class concepts:  ideological 
messages (assumptions, beliefs, values of a society), hegemony (culturally 
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dominant messages), or the struggle between different ideologies for hegemony, 
depictions of identity and stereotypes, tropes and formulas, genre conventions 
(such as reality TV show, horror film or comedy, news parody, cross platform 
narrative, etc), etc.   
 
Formal Elements of Video - On pages four and five, the paper should explain 
the group's formal choices in creating the video.  For example, what formal 
video/film choices were made around shot composition, perspective, framing, 
point of view, mise-en-scene, editing of shots into scenes, editing of scenes into 
sequences, sound/music, etc. to create meaning in the text.  Remember, effort 
not excellence will be the bar here, so this portion of the paper is a place to 
demonstrate the thoughtfulness and effort put into the formal elements of the 
video.  The Corrigan reading for class, as well as other sources, will be relevant 
for citing the types of formal elements and their roles in the video.  
 
Bibliography Page - At least 4 credible sources referenced in the paper should 
be listed here plus your links and citations of any professional media used. 
 
 
 
Video Project and Paper Submission 
 
First, each group will upload their video to a video hosting site.  In the past, 
YouTube has been the most popular option.  A working, accessible link to the 
video is necessary for grading and a requirement for receiving credit for the 
project.  If using YouTube, you may choose to make your video "Public" 
(searchable and accessible to anyone) or "Unlisted" (accessible only to those 
who have the direct link to the video, and not visible or searchable in any of 
YouTube's public spaces), but make sure that the weblink to the video is 
functioning and accessible.  
 
Second, one representative for each group will submit their group's paper and 
link to their video through Compass.  Under the Assignments Link on Compass 
there will be a Video Project Submission link.  After clicking through to the 
submission page, you will see a text box to paste the weblink to the video and a 
place to attach the file of the paper in Microsoft Word.  The project must be 
submitted through Compass by Wednesday, 6/11 @ 11:59.  It is recommended 
that you upload the video link and paper well before the deadline in case there 
are any technical difficulties. 
 
Grading - Together the Video Project and Paper count for 25% of your final 
grade.  Everyone in the group will get the same grade for the project.  However, if 
someone signs up for a group but does not contribute, the group as a whole 
should let me know and that person will not receive credit for the assignment (or 
reduced credit). So for the benefit of the whole group and your individual grade, 
be a hard-working, collaborative group member. 


