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Response Assignment Format 

You will be asked to submit a 4-paragraph Screening Evaluation to Compass 6 times 
during the course, your highest 5 of which will count. They will be graded on a scale of 
10, 5, or 0 points. For each response assignment, I’ll post which course concepts you 
should focus on in your analysis.  

In order to get a 10, papers must abide by the following guidelines, show thoughtful 
engagement with the text being analyzed and meet the length requirement. 5’s will be 
given for adequate or subpar work. 0s will be given if no effort is made to comply with 
the requirements or no assignment is turned in.  

Response Assignment Due Dates (due by 11:59 PM on the due date) 
Friday – May 23 
Tuesday – May 27 
Friday – May 30 
Tuesday – June 3 
Friday – June 6 
Tuesday – June 10   

Directions:  
After the first response (which should be on The Truman Show or In A World), each 
response will take the concepts discussed in class and use them to discuss a text (film 
or TV show) of your choice. I’ll post the concepts and readings you should draw from 
under the assignment link.  

Format: 
Each response should follow the four levels of Media Criticism as laid out in lecture. You 
should write about a paragraph or so for each level. At first you may want to write each 
section separately, but you may also combine them into a coherent mini-essay once 
you feel comfortable. You should also explicitly bring in concepts from the readings (at 
least one) into the analysis, interpretation or evaluation section.  

1. Description/Summary –  
Describe: the work without deeply interpreting or ascribing value 

2. Analysis – Identify: themes, patterns, and elements of content and form to see how 
meaning is being produced. 

3. Interpretation – Argue (with evidence from Analysis): the meaning of those themes, 
patterns and elements. What is the meaning of the text, what is the text’s view of the 
world?  

4. Evaluation – Value: is it good, aesthetically as a text and ideologically for the world? 


